



Traumatic Brain Injury Trust Fund 

Board Meeting
1575 Sherman St., Room 9G
Denver, CO 80203

January 21, 2011
8:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

Attendees:  Holly Batal, Susan Charlifue, Myriam DeLeón, Andria Ratchford, Kim Gorgens, Aaron Sanchez, Bill Levis, Deborah Boyle, Laetitia Thompson, Rhesia- Maria Ochoa, Nancy Smith
Excused:  Tim Hurtado
Staff:  Judy Dettmer & Karen Prince 

Guest:  Kirk Maldanado
The meeting came to order at 8:42 a.m.

Announcements:  

·  Kirk Maldanado was introduced.  He has been corresponding with Kim Gorgens and is interested in the work the Board does and volunteering.
· Nancy Spence, Linda Newell, Ken Summers, and Nancy Todd’s bi-partisan bill is moving forward and may be introduced next week.  Bill has the 3 standard components of the other bills: mandatory training for person’s on field, athlete suspected of sustaining a concussion pulled from play, evaluation by qualified clinician for clearance for return to play.  The final part is the section that is the most contentious.  There is specific language on who can provide the clearance; athletic trainers are not licensed providers under DORA and they feel they should be included in the section for clearing individuals. Concern is over experience and licensure component. School districts are backing the need for licensure. SB40 has been assigned to Senate Health and Human Services but have not been assigned a hearing date yet. Suggestion and discussion on changing language to include ‘stingers’ for protection on C-spine. 
· BIAC Educator Conference is February 4th. Believe Registration closes Monday.  Ron Savage is speaking on ‘When Mild Brain Injury is Not Really Mild’.

· Translational Neuro Science conference is also coming up. Trust Fund is the principal sponsor of the conference.  Are having a great deal of out of state registrations.  Ten of the researcher who have been funded by the TBI Trust Fund are presenting.  This will also be the announcement for requests for research proposals. Giving an award to Theresa Hernandez who came up with the idea for legislation and worked with her Representative, Todd Saliman (former Representative from Boulder).  The first Annual Theresa Hernandez award which will go to her will be given to her; also want to recognize Todd Saliman. Will be sending formal invitation to both of them. Discussion on possible awards. Judy and Regina will work on it. Registration is available for Board members who want to attend, register under the Administrative tab and code is ‘Board’.  Registration is filling up quickly. Thinking of doing the awards the night before at the reception.
· Employment Conference has been moved up and will be May 24 & 25. 

· 2011 will be a very busy year: New research, rolling out services and RFP for new contractors, legislatively a big year in regards to fiscal.  

· Concussion group met last night and will be meeting every 3rd month on the 3rd Thursday. Let Kim know if you would like to be involved. Group originated as creating a Best Practice statement that then became the legislation for youth.  Group is continuing to operate as community group for education and discussion.  
· Cindy Harrison Felix, Barbara Gabella, et.al. group research project won an award for Excellence in Scientific Writing. This award was from American Congress on Rehabilitative Medicine. This was a TBI Trust Fund Research program funded study and will send formal congratulations.

· Pilar Cook from Denver Health gave a thank you picture from the sponsorship of the Hypo-therapy that was provided via the Trust Fund to children with brain injuries, which was shared with the Board.
Minute Review:

There were no minutes from the last meeting in December as it was a holiday breakfast meeting.  
Program Update:

· There was no increase in spending authority this past year which results in a 4 year waiting list for adult services.  TBI Program is requesting an increase in spending authority again, need to gain support through the Department first.  This is not a request of general fund, but the use of available cash funds. When request for spending authority was initiated the wait list was 2 ½ years and now has increased to 4 due to the increase of applicants. Currently asking for spending authority beyond our income to be able to access reserves. 
· Currently are taking people who are willing to come off the list and not receive purchased services.  Also took about 40 people who are not eligible for purchased services as they are second time applicants. Denver Options is not charging for the people who were taken off the list.  Applicants can still have access to the classes, survivor skills, computer lab, etc. Judy will have Regina send out list of available classes. Discussion of putting class availability on website – promoting array of services and expanding of programming. Question on the number of hits on the website.  Want to get the message across that we have many services available and the wait list is from the care coordination. Have changed the application coverage page to address services available and decreasing focus on care coordination. Suggestion and discussion to have a Facebook page. Suggestion to have Max from BIAC come in and discuss use. Discussion and concerns related to Facebook use and purpose. Suggestion to have wait list as a targeted audience. Question: do we have an age break down of those who are applying?  Do have the information but not today. Suggestion to have someone set up or possibly use an educational grant to get it set up and managed.
· Adult Services RFP is out there now and will close on January 25, 2011.  Looking at changing how the billing per month is handled.  New process will be able to bill 1/12th of contract each month to have ability to have consistent funding and staff available in an attempt to reduce the wait list.
Research Committee Update

· There will be a meeting today to discuss a minimum score for the competitive grants and set a minimum standard for what qualifies for funding. Are utilizing public funds and want to have specific guidelines.  Concerns are the scoring of reviewers and the ability of the Board to be able to decide not to fund proposals no matter the score received.  Goal is to attain transparencies with public funds and encouraging qualifying proposals. There is no link on website, have been waiting for decision to move forward.  Increase in spending authority would help with allowing for additional funding of proposals.  Discussions of needs of application including lay abstracts in addition to the technical abstract. Guidelines for approval of the Board are 1-is funding available, 2-does proposal fit into program’s goal.  Additional change is capping the administrative indirect at 25%. Need to finalize pool of reviewers. 
Services Update:

· At last Board meeting in November, discussed injury and establishing ongoing impairment.  Have updated the application to address on-going issues.  In July will begin notifying applicants that they need to change to the new application if they submitted old applications.

· New Adult Services RFP is out and is due by Tuesday, January 25, 2011.  Have only had Denver Options apply so far.  Have heard through grapevine that others might be interested in applying.  Have not received any questions on the RFP.  Believe that the lack of interest is related to the amount of money for the award and the scope of the program. Reviewers are Jason Nupp from Spalding, Holly Reichert from Craig Hospital, and Mary Chacho a DVR Counselor from Golden.
· As of February 1st, children will not be eligible for purchased services.  There has been very little resistance or objection to the change. Have sent a letter to all children in the current program, must have expended any funds available by June 30th.  Will also be notifying all past consumers.

· Proposal for interagency agreement is moving forward. If approved will have a person at Department of Education to be a Brain Injury Health Consultant.

· New Children’s Program format was distributed.  Judy will add title and date to page and send out by email to Board. Discussion of distribution of services and coverage of Colorado. Moving away from application process and into a referral process for local providers. Discussion of how to report data and satisfaction surveys. Concerns being heard are that children’s program is going away completely; let Judy know of any concerns heard and she is willing to go out and meet with interested entities to let them know of the changes. Service committee will work on developing data requirements; Judy will bring the data that is currently available.   Discussion on IEPs and 504s. HRSA funding is available for 4 years and will be funding the FTEs. 
Education Committee Update
· Announcement comes out in February. Primary focus is to get the announcement out for the grants prior to the February 4th Educators conference. Looking for ways to expand getting information out to law enforcement officers throughout the State who are working with the public.
Futures Committee Update

· Committee is partnering with the BI Collaborative.  Want to reconstitute committee as there are things coming up.  Bill would like to review and determine definition of TBI, statutory and rule definition are different.
· Also want to review the issue of raising revenues and participation.  Larimer county states they are collecting the but it is not showing up in our data. Will be having a meeting with Larimer to start tracking the submission of funds. Will be also having a meeting with City & County of Denver as are receiving only about $2,000 a month, in comparison are getting $30,000 a month from Jefferson County. Liz, intern, is calling every municipality to determine how funds are being sent. Most of all contacted have been aware of the Trust Fund.  Castle Rock will begin collecting and gained the information on where to submit funds.  Will be sending a letter to all Clerks of municipalities to notify them of program and where to submit funds. Municipalities do receive $2 per surcharge. If needed will be contacting Board members to see if they have any contacts. Suggestion to have a discussion with Colorado Municipal League, at present are waiting until all current information is gained.  Discussion of pursuing a formal opinion from Attorney General. 
Nancy Smith made a motion to adjourn and Laetitia Thompson seconded.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:35 a.m.  

Respectfully submitted,

Karen K. Prince
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